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has often posited such ques-
tions as: why is evil done to
us or why do we do evil to
others? Is there a source of
evil and if there is what and
where is this source? Humankind has grappled with
these questions almost from the very beginning of its
existence, but has found no easy answer. In human
affairs the truth is often inversely proportional to the
certainty with which questions of this nature are cus-
tomarily stated.
Professor Peter Karavites of the History
Department is currently engaged in research that exam-
ines the thinking of Clement of Alexandria, a 2nd cen-
tury A.D. leader of the Christian Church, toward evil,
a subject which absorbed the attention of the early
Church Fathers.
Like other Fathers of the Church, Clement
accepted the story of the Fall, that is that God created a
good universe and endowed Man with free will. But
Man, abusing his free will, disobeyed God and fell
from Grace. Man's fall implied the entry of evil into the
world. Nevertheless, wishing to save man, God uses
evil sometimes to awaken and draw Man towards
repentance and salvation. Thus evil becomes a tool by
which God tests and instructs Man, enabling him to
rally from his moral slumber toward his spiritual
revival. Evil becomes the means for the achievement of
higher good. This argument has not, however, satisfied
the skeptics throughout history, especially those who
like Voltaire saw innocent victims suffer from natural
disasters and who consequently ridiculed the notion
that this is the best of all possible worlds.
Originally a pagan, most probably an
Athenian, Clement underwent a conversion to
Christianity. But he never ceased to seek philosophical
truth, claiming that philosophy, when properly under-
stood, could further help its students in their search of
the truth. Steeped in the philosophy of Plato, Aristotle,
the Stoics, the Middled Platonists, and the ideas of the
Alexandrian Jewish scholar Philo, Clement exhibits a
fascinating openness to pagan thought. He also seems
to have acutely felt the contradiction of evil in God's
creation and sought to explain it within a coherent
philosophical system.
Prof. Karavites intent is to delve into Clement's
thought in order to investigate his conception of evil,
to analyze the terminology he uses, and to explore his
idea of the role of man's free will in the commission of
evil as opposed to an activity of the devil. Prof.
Karavites research will also take into consideration the
recent discussion of various scholars whose numerous
writings have helped us comprehend better the work-
ings of the human mind and human behavior relating
to evil.
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